Minutes of the Regular Meeting for the

Zoning and Planning Board

Tuesday, September 4, 2007

(Recessed from August 21, 2007)
Lake Lure Municipal Center

Chairman Washburn called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 

ROLL CALL

Present:
Dick Washburn, Chairman


Tony Brodfuhrer



Bill Bush



Paula Jordan


Bud Schichtel

Also Present:
Shannon Baldwin, Community Development Director


Amos Gilliam, Subdivision Administrator



Teresa Reed, Zoning Administrator (entered late)



Sheila Spicer, Community Development Technician, Recording Secretary
Absent:
Dick McCallum, Council Liaison

AGENDA

Mr. Baldwin stated that, after the Board discussed the proposed amendments to the Zoning Regulations regarding private traffic directional signs, he would like to give a brief update on the planning projects currently being worked on.
OLD BUSINESS

 (A) Review and Make Recommendations to Town Council Concerning Proposed Amendments to the Zoning Regulations Regarding Private Traffic Directional Signs
Mr. Brodfuhrer reported that he had met with James Cain, the property owners association membership services manager for Rumbling Bald Resort. Rumbling Bald Resort would like sections 92.155 and 92.156 of the Zoning Regulations amended to allow logos on private traffic directional signs and more than four signs allowed on one lot when located in a private development. Mr. Brodfuhrer pointed out that Rumbling Bald Resort has approximately 34 mile of private roads that are used by the public to access the golf courses and restaurants inside the resort. 

Mr. Cain addressed the Board and read through the proposed amendments that were handed out at the beginning of the meeting. Mr. Bush mentioned that Buffalo Shoals Rd. and Buffalo Creek Rd. are town maintained roads. Mr. Cain agreed and stated that any signs placed along these roads would have to comply with the regulations and would not fall under these proposed changes. 

Ms. Reed discussed the proposed amendments and stated that she feels “private development” should be defined. She also stated that the wording of the amendments allowed too much discretion. She requested that specific parameters be set as to the maximum height and size for the signs. There was a lengthy discussion over the maximum height and size for private traffic directional signs when in a private development. The Board felt that forty square feet per sign face and 10 feet high were reasonable limits.  

Ms. Reed then asked if the regulations would apply to all developments in any phase of construction or just established existing ones. After a lengthy discussion the Board agreed to change the proposed amendments to read private traffic directional signs within existing private developments. Ms. Reed left the meeting to make the requested changes. When she returned the Board pointed out that she had listed the maximum height as 16 feet and this should be 10 feet. The addition for existing private developments had also been left out. There was more discussion on the definition of existing private developments and concerns that, as the amendments are written, developments of all sizes would be able to erect numerous signs up. Ms. Jordan suggested that the amendment could limit private traffic directional signs according to the size of the development. Mr. Baldwin suggested that the proposed amendments to section 92.155 be separated into two parts. The first part could address traffic control signs such as stop signs and the second part could address larger directional signs. He pointed out that the main issues raised during the discussions were the distance of the signs from the right-of-way, maximum height of the signs, the maximum number of signs allowed per lot, whether a logo should be allowed or not, the maximum square footage of the signs, and the method of attachment. He suggested that he meet with Mr. Brodfuhrer and Mr. Cain to discuss these issues further and work on the proposed amendments. The Board agreed that Mr. Brodfuhrer and Mr. Cain would work with Town staff and bring back another draft of the proposed amendments to the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

B. Update of Ongoing Planning Projects

Mr. Baldwin gave an update of planning projects that are being worked on:

Design Guidelines - Mr. Baldwin reported that Clemson will be working with a stakeholder committee to draft design guidelines for new commercial construction. He reminded the Board that Ms. Jordan had been appointed to represent them on the stakeholder committee. Other members will be appointed by the Town Council on September 11, 2007. 

Conservation Subdivisions - Mr. Baldwin reported that this project is approximately 90% complete. Mr. Brodfuhrer pointed out that he still has issues with these amendments. Mr. Baldwin asked that he draft a list of these concerns and he will forward them to Mike Egan. Ms. Jordan stated that she has suggested language she would like forwarded to Mr. Egan, as well.

Minimum Lot Size for Private Septic - Mr. Baldwin reported that staff is working on amendments that would require a minimum of 2 acres for lots with individual septic and wells. The Board suggested concessions if the lot is to have public water with private septic or individual wells with public sewer.

Vacation Rentals - Mr. Gilliam reported that the first steering committee meeting will be held on September 6, 2007 at 3:30 p.m. 

Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO) - Mr. Baldwin reported that Mark White from White and Smith, LLC will meet with the Board on September 12, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. to kick off the process.

Chairman Washburn handed out a list of concerns he has that pertain to the availability of water in new subdivisions. (Mr. Bush left at 11:43 a.m.) Mr. Baldwin stated that these concerns will be addressed by the proposed APFO. Chairman Washburn stated that he feels they should be addressed in the proposed development agreement with Ed Kale and Rumbling Bald Development. Mr. Baldwin also suggested that the concerns be presented to Commissioner McCallum at the next regularly scheduled meeting for him to discuss with Town Council.     

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Brodfuhrer made a motion seconded by Ms. Jordan to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 18, 2007 at 9:30 a.m.

ATTEST

_______________________________________

                                     Richard Washburn, Chairman

_______________________________________

Sheila Spicer, Recording Secretary
PAGE  
3
Z&P minutes 9/4/07


